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'DISTRICT _ TAXATION

Important Meeting of the Washing-
ton Board of Trade.

— -

SOME VITAL QUESTIONS CONSICERED

Reports of Committees and Reso-
lutions Adopted,

= —
DISCUSSIO OF INTEREET

——

NS

A mesting of much intersst was he'd
last evening by the board of trade at Ma-
sonfe smple. Reports were heand from
committess which indicated etivity of
those sectlons of the general hody in the
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regard to the personal tax and the license
regulations generally. After discussion the

recommendations of this report were adopt-

ed. President John Joy Edson preshded.
The Commititee’'s Report.

After the minutes of the last meating
weore Tead by the secretary, Mr. Gearge H.
FHarrles, and approved the report of the
committes on aXx and assessment was
remd by the secretary.
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Fundamental Ohjeetions,

Thesa and other critlelsms, the report
states, after all are minor, while t.a major
ohjections to this bill and to any bill that
the Ingenuity o n has yet drafted for
the enforcemen 1 1 taxes are fun-
damental. The rerort then mentlons with

afl the objecti to the system
al taxation. In the first place It
»d that it is Inquisitorial in its

F Iustrated by the pending bill
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1aking the community into his confidence

a3 to matters purely pé al. Becauze of
these and other res ‘the report stales,
false returns as to ;-‘-,.n al property are
renderad.  While this may not be commend-
able, at tha same time it 13 well nigh uni-
versal. and the result i3 the enfurcement of
the personal tax law caus: truthful men
to suffer while the upscrupulous gain by
their unprinelpled actiona.
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qualification a= to those enjoying spe-
onopolies, upon their net, not grosa,
}I»:w-\‘-r_ the committen adds,
not at s time consider the best
wil of dealing with corporations, wheth-
h treatment be through the exercise
axing power or otherwisa
sl to trude licepses flxed by the
commiites is of the opinlon that
'r.[a upon which the bill s based
the part obnoxious.. At-
i to the Insquality
iber of instances are
utt hucksters who pur-
tion, humble but useful to the

are required to pay $18 annu-

while brewers, whose gains run Into

»ns of thousands, each twelve months
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Exemption for Houses.

An interesting part of the renort Is the
discussion of the guestion of the partial
exemption from taxatlon of houses oecu-
pled by their owners, and the report, deem-
ing such a course likely to prove beneficlal,
favors such exemption In each case of
3100 of the assczsed value. The committes
Is of the oplulon that such a changs would
increase the number of home owners, plac-
ing. as !t does, a premium upon the pur-
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TE PLAGUE

That was the ancient nanu. g'lven to CONSUTIPTION, for centuries deemed incurable, and the scourge of the race.
But a positive CURE for Consumption has been found.

IN CTUR‘E

CURES CONSUMPTION.

. “My experience with the remedy

shows its effect

tubercle bacilli-inactive, gradually but

is to make the

surely eradicating them, building up
the system, reriewing wasted tissues
with marvelous rapidity and without
causing any complications whatso-
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chase of homes. It would favor industry by
lightening the burden of taxation upon
houses, which is the great product of la-
bor. It would result in the use of larger
lots of land in connection with individual
homes, and would facilitate the purchase
by poorer cltizens of better houses than
they now oecupy. The relief from paying
315 per year per $1.000 may not seem to be
much, but the report states that it repre-
sents the full average weekly wage of a
mechanie. The report further urges that

is reduction of revenue would not prob-
ably be more than $200,000 annually, and
that it wou'd be offset speedl by the In-
sed production of houses and the In-
sed revenue derived from appreciated
land values.

Appended to the report are resolutions
embodving the above ylews and also ecita-
tions from reports of tax commissioners
amdd commissions and other authorities of
the states of New York, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois. West Virginia,
Pennsylvania and California setting forth
the failure of the present tax laws.

The report 1s signed by the following
members of the committes: J. B, Wilson,
chairman; M. I. Weller, Sam. 8. Bond, J.
H. Ra'ston, V. Baldwin Johnson, Wm. Jno.
Miller, Wm. Oscar Roome, Raymond J.
Domaldson, Andrew Wilson, Ralph P. Bar-
nard, N. L. Burchell.

Qunestion of Exemptions.

Tpon the conclusion of the reading of the
report, Mr. Jesse B. Wilson, the chalrman
of the commlttea, stated that the portion
referring to the exemption from taxes of
houses was withidrawn.

The secrstary read resolutions embodying
the recommendations of the report, and
they were considered seriatim.

The first resolutlon provided “that sald
bill should be amended to exclude from
r.x 1:10]1. charitable Institutions not [for

gain."

\Tr Christian Heurich sald he wished to
correct a statement In the report that brew-
ers make such large sums of money. In-
stead of that, he added, after paying their
taxes and other expenses there was but
little left.

In the opinlon of W. R. Bramhall, when
the first resolution came up, there should
he no exsmptlon of any property. He
thought it was unjust.

Mr. Jostah Millard was al=o of the opln-
for that there should be no exemptlons In
taxes on real estate. He thought that in
tha proportion that his principle was car-
ried out the burden of taxation would be
lessened.

A motion was made by Mr. M. 1. Weller
to lay the amendment on the table, and a
protest being made that this would eut off
debate, Mr. Weller stated that such was
not his purpose, but rather than to seem

to check debate he would withdraw his
motion.
Counld See No Neason.
Mr. V. Baldwin Johnson sald that after

giving this subject & good deal of thought
he knew of no reason why church property
should ba ex>mpted.

Mr. Weller stated that the committee had
considered this matter, but had reached the
conclusion that this was not a propitious
time for such a change.

Mr. Johnson sald that the entire commit-
tee was of the opinlon that church prop-
erty ought to be taxed, but he shared with
the commities the view that this was not
the time to press the matter.

Mr. F. L. Siiidons sald that the resolution
did not oppose the exemption of church
property from taxation, but simply ex-
pressed the opinlon that charitable Institu-
tions ought to be exempted if church prop-
erty was so favored.

Mr. John H. Magruder thought It would
be a mistake to tax church property, and
he was opposed 1o the amendment.

Shown by Statisties.

Statisties were quoted by Mr. W. J. Friz-
zel, showing that 14 per cent of the prop-
erty In the District was now exempt from
taxatlon, and he thought the sltuation was
onz that required actlon reduclng the
amount of the exempt property.

The amendment was then lost, and the
resolution was unanimously adopted,

The following resolutions wers
W llhnut debate: Wiigted

“That taxes should be collected semi-an-
nually, as proposed by sald bill

“That, believing & tax on m—rs:mnl T
erty Inimical to the best intereats otpttl,:?‘
District, we ars opposed to the enactment
of any law providing therefor.*

Tazxation of Corporations.

Th next resolution was “that If any spe-
clal tax be levied on corporations not en-
Joying public franchises such tax showd
ba levied on net earnings.”

Mr. George Truesdell asked the chalrman
of the committee why corporations enjoy-
Ing publie franchises should be excepted.
He s=aid the inference from the resolution
was that such corporations should be taxed
on gross earnings.

Mr. J. H. Ralston, for the committes, ex-
plained that It was not Intended to Bug-
gest any method of taxing such corpora-
tions, as great differences of opinifon existed
on this subject, and therefors the resolu-
tion was so worded as not to commit the
board to any one of these views.

Mr. Truewsle!l sald the explanation was
entirsly satisfactory. The resolution was
adopted.

Occupation Taxes.

The next and last resolution was adopted
as follows: “That occupation taxes should
only be levied to insure identification and
for police purposes, or only in the event of
absolute necessity to insure revenue, and

o

not care to act upon this matter.

A motion was made by Mr. Brumhall and
adopted to accept the report and adopt the
resolution as a whole, and he addad that he
thought the thanks of the board was due
to the committee for the able report.

Municipnl Hospital Needed.

The next matter of business was a reso-
lution reported by Mr. B. T. Janney, chalr-
man of the committee on charities and cor-
rectlons, that the committee be authorized
to urge upon Congresa tha passage of a
bill to provide a municipal hosplital for the
District. This resolutlon Was adopted.

Parks and Reservations.

A serles of resolutions for the committee
on parks and reservatlons, Mr. H. F.
Blount, chairman, wers read by the sacre-
tary, Mr. W. V. Cox. The first resolution
urged upon Congress the approval of the
estimate made by the District Commission-
ers of £30,000 for the o and improvement
of Rock, Creek Park. Is resclution was
adopted.

The next resolution favored action by
Congress so 48 to securs the extension of
the national park system along Rock creek,
from the Zoeological Park south to Massa-
chusetts avenue on the east side, and on
the waost side to Road street a total of
thirty acres, which, exclusive of donations,
will eost about $200,000.

It was stated that a numerously signed
petition favoring this extenslon would be
presented to Congress. SBome of the .rea-
sons for this improvement was to prevent
the use of the banks of the Potomae for a
dumping ground and the pollution of the
stream.

The Plans Explained.

The city surveyor, Mr. H. B. Looker, by
the aid of & map, explained the effect of the
proposed extension, which, he eaid, contem-
plated taking in the low grounds on each
side of Rock cresk a distance of about G
feet. He sald Belmont street would be the
eastern line, and on the west side the lmit
would be one of the streets in the proposed
street extenslon plan. He said that this
proposed use of the low lands along Rock
ereek formed an essentlal link in the con-
nection with Potomae Park. He also
ealled attention to the locatlon of the land
which is proposed for a park in George-
town.

Upon the conclusion of hls remarks the
resolution was adopted.

Encouragement of Enterprises.

A statement was made by Mr. Ben Mlller,
chalrman of the commlttee on commerce
and manufactures, calling attention to a
resolution adopted by the committee look-
ing to increasing the means of gaining a
livelihood in thils city. The resolution
stated that It was desired to encourage
the loeztlon here of industrial enterprises
and such manufacturing plants as may be
suited to the character of this clty. The
resolution further authorlzed the commit-
tee to appear before the Senate subcom-
mittes on the taxation of corporations and
urge the establishment for tha city of
Washington of a manufacturing lUmit.

Mr. Geo. E. Emmons, for this committee,
sald that such plans encountered the ob-
stacle of adverse taxation. He sald that
the acton of the board this evening look-
ing to making the grose earnings of cor-
porations instead of the net earnings a
basis of taxation relleved the sltuation
sumewhat, but It was thought that the
committee should have authority to ap-
pear before the committees of Congress in
order to lay before them a plan for remit-
ting taxes for a perfod and for encourag-
ing manufactures. He sald that a request
had ecome to the committes from & manu-
facturing concern for information in re-
gard to & sultable location for a plant here.
It had found that good sites were to bg
found along the Eastern branch. He sald
the committee had found that some of the

| loral regulations interfered with such en-

terprises, and the committee was of the
opinion that everything ecompatible with
the interests of the city should be done to
encourage the establishment of manufac-
turing plants in this District.

No Infringements Intended.

Mr. Emmons made an earnest plea for
actiog on this subject, so important to the
interests of the city and in e line with
glving employment to our people. It was
not the intention, he =sald, to attempt to In-
fringe upon the residential portions of we
eity, but to keep such concerns outside.
He urged that the committee be authorized
to go to Congress and do what It can
to promote In this way the materlal ad-
vancement of the Distriet.

Mr. A. M. Read thought that usually the
committees of the board brought forward
some specific object In rece ding ac-
tion by the board. In this Instance the
committes had not named where tha pro-
posed manufacturing bounds should be, and
he favored further consideration by the
committes. He had no doubt the
would glve early consideration to the rec-
ommendations.

Mr. W. J. Newton spoka of the difficulty
of securing a start in this city for young
men, and he appreciated the importance of
increasing industrial openings here, but in
spite of that fact he did not favor the reso-
lution, because it delegated powers to a
committes that belonged to the board. He
thought the recommendations of the com-
mittee should be more specific,

Mr. er, rman of the commit-
tee, sald he was willing to withdraw the
latter part of the resolution and bring it up
for consid on &t a subsequent meeting
of the board. He would llke, however, thm

of the

have the board adopt the first
resolution, thus Indorsing the e
committes along these lines,

l’rullent Edson’s Interest.

the sald bill 14 be s0 a ded as to
attain this end and no other.”
Mr. Ralston explained that the nittes

submitted no resolution in regard to the
exemption of houses up to $1,000 of assess-
ed valuation from taxation, but it was
hoped the board would give attentlon to this
part of the report, so that when the sub-
Ject was brought up at soms future day

it would not come as a surprise. It
mm:mnm-umthebmw&“u

tdent Edson sald that he was deeply
lntm in this subject, and he thought
there was no one that was more heartily
in favor of advancing the material welfare
ol the oity. An evening would be assigned
mrmaunotthnmnﬂlﬂqmﬂﬂmom-

e 1 Weler s the ‘soaditions hase

Mr. Jll..-l. 'WGII-' .ﬂ

were favorable for the location of manufac-
turlng plants, for here ecapital would be
well protected, as labor riots could not
take place. He thought that if there was
a change In the public school system so as
to have trade education In the lower grades
it would result in training up a useful
class of employes.

Mr. H, F. Blount sald he thought this
was a favorable place for the lighter manu-
factures, those that wlill not iInterfera
with the attractiveness of this clty as a
place of resldence.

A resolution was adopted favoring the
course of the committee in its efforts to
encourage manufacturers' Interests. It was
the understanding that a more detailed rec-
ommendation wiil be prepared, to be con-
sldered at a future meeting of the board.

The board then adjourned.

Some of Those Present.

Among those present were John W. Bab-
son, Dr. Frank Baker, W. V. Cox, N. L.
Burchell, H. H. Dacneille, Matthew Trim-
ble, Geo. Truesdell, W. A. Meloy, Emmons
Smith, Jesse B. Wiizon, W. 8. Thompson,
W. G. Henderson, . L. Siddons, H. F.
Biount, J. H. Ralstoh, M. I, Weller, A. A.
Wlison, Edward Graves, Thos. Blagdeu. B.
W. Curriden, Geo. E. Emmons, Thos. W.
Smith, N. G, Ordway, Christian Heurich,
V. Baldwin Johunson, W, H. Moses, T. B.
Jewen, John H. Magruder, H. B. Looker,

B. T. Jannay. Lnr[n Chappell, Joslah Mil-
Iarth ﬁq. &mmm Miller, Allan

ert, fr. Montgoniery, N. H.
Shea, H. L. Rmrt ‘B. C. Pole, E. F. Droop,
Appleton P, Clark, J. P. Walker, Thos.
Dulln, A. T. Btuart, W. J. Newton, W. J.
Frizzell, Kimoa Nicolaides, W. H. Saun-
ders, B. P. Davis, J. Fred Kelley, Dr. D. P.
Hickling, Seymour Tulloch, John Miller, H.
W. Lewis, P. J. Brennan, W. Mosby Wil-
liams, M. G. Copeland and Frank Hume.

DREDGING IN GOLD SANDS

Hecretary Root Sends a Htatement to the
Benate.

No Concesslons Granted by the Seecre-
tary of War—Permits Have Been In-
sued—No Application Denied.

Becretary Root has transmitted to the
Benate his reply to the resolution of March
21 requesting information on the War De-
partment’'s practice of granting permits for
gold dredging off the Alaskan coast. He
EAYS]

“No concesslons or grants to excavate
the gold-bearing bed of the sea at or in the
vicinity of Cape Nome, in Alaska, or In
other Alaskan waters, have been made by
the Becretary of War or any other official
of the War Department. Numerous appli-
catlons have heen recelved by the War De-
partment for permits to excavate in the
bed of the ocean In the vicinity of Cape
Nome, In Alaska, In the exercise of the au-
thority conferred upon the chief of engi-
neers and the Secretary of War by sectlon
10 of the act of Congress, approved March
4, 1589, which provides: * * * ‘it shall not
be lawful to excavate or fill, or In any man-
ner to alter or modify the course, location,
condition or capacity of any port, road-
stead, haven, harbor, canal, lake, harbor
of refuge or inclosure within the limits of
any breakwater, or of the channel of any
navigable water of the United States, un-
less the work hag been recommended by the
chief of engineers and authorized by the
Secretary of War prior to beginning the
same."

“Bectlon 12 of the same statute makes it
a criminal offense to excavate without the
required authority, however lawful the
work may otherwise be, and provides that
the offander ‘on convictlon thereof shall be
punished by & fine not exceeding $2,500, nor
less than $5300, or by !mprisonment not ex-
ceading one year, or by both such punish-
ments in the discretion of the court’ As
this statute was designed solely for the
protectlon of v on, it has been the
practice of the War Department to grant
permits to pe s (esiring to excavate for
any purpose w ¢ work |8 not such as
to injuriously u‘%‘-t‘ vigation and is oth-
erwise lawful. its thus granted are
not exclusive;:they¥™do not preclude any
number of simfar ts applicabls to the
same territory ! theyare not grants or con-
cesslons, and nfer no rights what-
ever except imimunity from prosecution un-
der the statuté aAbbve quoled secured in
accordance with! tbd*terms of the statute,
and by reason &f a;‘compl!ance with the
provisions th

““As there seefs to'be no legal reason why
all citizens of the Uffited States should not
have the sams Hpportunity to prospect for
gold and acquffe mfing rights under the
mining laws up#n lan#l under water as they
have upon lands nﬂt’ under water the de-

artment dete as & general policy

the exercise, of discretion “vested In
the chief of eérs and Secretary of
‘War by this s te, to relieve all citizens
applying from ﬁha obstacla interposed by
this statute as long as thelr proposed op-
erations do not in fact interfere with navi-
gation.

No Application Denied.

“All applications made under this statute
have accordingly, so far as it has been pos-
elble to dispose of them, recelved favorable
action. No application of this description
has been denled. Upen two permits have
‘baenmtﬂ.. TUpon a third papers had

prepared and were awalting the Becre-
tanotwu;ﬂ;nntnmatmetlmeorm
pasaage of your resolution. Three omen
were approved hy the chief of
and were in thohanmotthoﬂdnadmte
general for the Hon of the neceasary
papers. EHieven rs are stlll in the officé
of the chta!ofenﬂnoerl In process of ex:
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recelved are in the office of the Becretary
of War, and will today be sent to the chlef
of engineers. Unless otherwise directed by
Congress the Becretary of War will deem
it his duty In the exerclse of the discretion
vested in him by law to grant parmlts in all
of these cases and upon all o

Keyes, T. W. Cope, Pere G. Wallmo, 8. V.
Matchett, H. J. Davison, W. J. Milroy, H.

. Green, J. Bugene Jordan, W. C. Mentz-
ger H. H. Tedford and F. R.
The original form of granted in

the cases of El!eﬂy and Stanley was sub-

applications by citizens of the United

Btates, provided that the work proposed

does not injuriously affect navigation.”
Permits Granted,

An accompanying paper showed that per-
mits to excavate the sea near Cape Nome
were granted to George Max Esterly and
Benjamin W. Btanley. An application of
F. B, Wood was awaiting the Becretary's
slgnature at the time the resolution was
recelved. Nineteen other applications have

‘whother thay
"Ithlllﬂ‘uhll- Four more just

Reeve, John J.

Uy as to include the
quallty!ng clause, "uu.t this instrument is
dmpl:r & permisston to excavate and fill

under eald act, and is not exclusive within

REFRESHING SLEEP,

2aid area; and it may be withdrawn as t
future work at the discretion of the Beb
retary of War."

Sallors Eaten by Cannibals.

The st Warr! at V. ver, B,
C., brings from Dutch New Guinea the
shocking account of the devouring of thres
officers of the steamer General Pell by can~
nibals, who caught them while on shors

&:n, cut off u:u“ th A
portlons of thefr living 4
and il.nally roast and dﬂo:nmun

Dutch man-of-war Sumatra Is reported as
hmuudtolwthsnmuu
Gﬂﬂuﬁ"bldmhurthutaﬂth‘ﬂo
llmintwmunthg%
Farmer—*"The y, not even his
grandparents were born In tnh.nc.-nu-
ton Transcript,




